What is claimed is: 



1. A benzimidazole compound represented by the following formula (I) or a salt 



thereof: 
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wherein, R 1 represents one or more functional groups on the benzene ring selected 

from the group consisting of hydrogen atom, a halogen atom, a lower alkyl group, and a 

\_ 

lower alkoxy group; R 2 represents hydrogen atom, an alkyl group, or an acyl group; R 3 

\ 1 

represents one or more functional groups on the ring containing the nitrogen atom and 
A; A represents O or CH2, or CH which forms uble bond with an adjacent carbon 
atom; L represents a C4-C8 alkylene group or an eth^leneoxy linking group represented 
by (CH2CH20) n CH2CH2 wherein n represents 1 or 2; X represents O, S or methylene 
group; and m represents 0 or 1. 

2. The compound or a salt thereof according to Claim 1, wherein X is O or S. 

3. The compound or a salt thereof according to Claim 1 or 2, wherein m is 0. 
4N£he compound or a salt thereof according to any one of Claims 1 to 3, 

wherein each ofRS^nd R 2 represents hydrogen atom. 

5. The compoun^Qra salt thereof according to any one of Claims 1 to 4, 
wherein L is a C4-C8 alkylene gfc^up. 

6. The compound or a salt tnfe^eof according to any one of Claims 1 to 4, 
wherein L is a C5 or C6 alkylene group. 

7. A benzimidazole compound represented by Jbfie following formula (II) or a 
salt thereof: 





wherein, R 11 represents one OEonore functional groups on the benzene ring selected 
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from the group consisting of hydrogen atom, a ha/ogen atom, a lower alkyl group, and a 
lower alkoxy group; R 12 represents hydrogen atotn, an alkyl group, or an acyl group; 
R 13 represents one or more functional groups on the piperidine ring selected from the 
group consisting of hydrogen atom, an alkyl f^roup, g^^^Lgroup, hydroxy group, an 

lkoxy group, an amino group, an acyl group, a cyano group, a carbamoyl group and an 
alkoxycarbonyl group; L 1 represents a C4-J08 alkylene group; and X represents O, S or 
methylene group. 

8. The compound or a salt the^feof according to Claim 7, wherein L 1 is a C4-C8 
alkylene group. 

9. The compound or a salt thereof according to Claim 7 or 8, wherein R 11 and 
R 12 represent hydrogen atom. 

10?^l^e compound or a salt thereof according to any one of Claims 7 to 9, 
wherein R 13 is a fu&etional group selected from the group consisting of hydrogen atom, 
an alkyl group, a hydroxy£uk$ri group, an aryl group, hydroxy group, and cyano group. 

11. The compound or a sattHhereof according to any one of Claims 7 to 10, 
wherein L 1 is a C5 or C6 alkylene group. 

12. A medicament comprising the com^bund according to any one of Claims 1 
to 11 or a physiologically acceptable salt thereof as ai^active ingredient. 

13. The medtea,ment according to Claim 12, which is in the form of a 
pharmaceutical compositip^^o^rplf ising the compound or a physiologically acceptable 
salt thereof as an active^ingredien^^and a pharmaceutical^ additive. 

The medicament according to Claim 12 or 13, which is used for preventive 



ai 




and/or therapeu^i^treatment of hyperlipidemia. 

15. The medic^rnent according to Claim 12 or 13, which is used for preventive 
and/or therapeutic treatmer^J of arteriosclerosis 



2^rnent acci 

and/or therapeutic treatmerxj of ; 

16. The medicament ac^o^ding to Claim 12 or 13, which is used as an agent for 
suppressing foaming of a macrophage* 

17. The medicament according toH^laim 12 or 13, which is used as an agent for 
retracting arterial sclerosis lesions. 

18. The medicament according to Claim 1*2 or 13, which is used as an agent for 
inhibiting formation of arterial sclerosis lesions . \ 

19. Use of the compomtd^or/S^hysiologically acceptable salt thereof according 
to any one of Claims 1 to 11 f oj>^a nuf a^tuTe of the medicament according to any one of 
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20. A method for p^yentive and/or therapeutic treatment of arteriosclerosis, 
which comprises the step of administering a preventively and/or therapeutically 
effective amount of the compound accb^ding to any one of Claims 1 to 11 or a 
physiologically acceptable salt thereof to aWmmal including human. 
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